
 

 
 

  
 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

For Immmediate Releease Media Contacts: 
Septembber 8, 2016 Monica Hasssan, (916) 3322-1431 

Monica.Hasssan@CalifoorniaVolunteeers.ca.gov

 Kenneth Koondo, (213) 792-5128 
KKondo@cceooem.lacoounty.gov 

Seeven Preestigiouus Awardds Preseented att the CERT 30th 

Anniveersary NNational Confereence 

Los Anggeles, CA –CaliforniaVVolunteers ppresented tooday the 20016 Community 
Emergency Responnse Team ((CERT) 30tth Anniversaary Nationaal Conferennce Awards to 
honoreees that havee contributeed to making CERT soo successfuul. 

"Our CEERT programms throughhout the nattion have beeen successsful thankss in part to 
great peeople and organizationns like thesee,” said CalliforniaVoluunteers Direector of 
Disasterr and Volunnteering Preeparednesss Suu-Va Taai. "The awward winners that weree 
chosen are positivee exampless of people stepping upp to help thheir communities throuugh 
the power of CERTT." 

The awaards were ppresented tooday duringg the CERTT 30th Annivversary Nattional 
Conference at the SSheraton HHotel in Univversal City.. 

The 2016 CERT 300th Anniverssary National Conferennce Award winners arre as follows: 

Outstannding Commmunity Emmergency RResponse Team Initiatives andd/or Innovaation 
- Irvine Police Deppartment CCERT, Califfornia 
Presenteed to the Irvvine Police Departmennt CERT, wwhich createed and impplemented aan 
initiativee that improved the ability of their CERT proggram to achhieve innovvative and 
sustainaable practices in emerggency management too make theiir jurisdictioon safer, 
strongerr, better preepared, andd more resillient.   

Outstannding Incluusive Initiatives in Emmergency MManagemeent - Officee of Accesss 
and Funnctional Neeeds, Califfornia Govvernor's Offffice of Emergency Services 
Presenteed to the OOffice of Acccess and Fuunctional NNeeds, Califfornia Goveernor's Officce of 
Emergency Servicees, which has excelledd in workingg with popuulations thatt are 
dispropoortionately iimpacted by disasters due to riskks associateed with acccess and 
functional needs in order to beetter preparre them for disasters. 

Most Vaaluable CEERT Voluntteer - Trishh Huelga, OOzark, Misssouri 
Presenteed to Trish Huelga for her outstanding contrribution to hher CERT pprogram and 
communnity. 
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Outstannding Privaate Sector Initiatives - Nutrilite CERT, Buuena Park, California 
Presenteed to Nutrilite CERT, wwhich has ddemonstratted outstandding creativvity and maade a 
measuraable impactt in engaginng employeees and locaal communnities in impproving disaaster 
prepareddness and resilience. 

Preparinng the Whole Community - Cityy of Issaquuah CERT Program, Issaquah, 
Washinngton
Presenteed to the City of Issaquah CERT Program, wwhich succcessfully engaged theirr 
communnity to improove disasteer preparedness and reesilience; eencouragedd and explored 
ways to develop whhole community partneerships; and advocateed a grassrooots approaach 
to emerggency plannning. 

Private Sector Awward – NBCCUniversal, Hollywoood, Californnia 
Presenteed to NBCUUniversal foor going aboove and beeyond withinn the privatte sector to 
grow and promote a CERT program. 

Lifetimee Achievemment Award – Frank BBorden, Loos Angeless, Californnia 
Presenteed to Frankk Borden, aalso known as the “Fatther of CERRT,” for his lifetime 
commitmment to CERT. 

About CaaliforniaVolunteers 
CaliforniaVolunteers iss the state offiice that manaages programms and initiativves to increasse the numberr of 
Californians involved wwith service annd volunteerinng, including the state AmeriCorps proggram and the 
managemment of volunteeers and monnetary donatioons during timmes of disasteers. For moree information, 
please vissit www.CalifoorniaVolunteeers.org. 

About CEERT 
Developed and implemmented by thee Los Angeless City Fire Deppartment (LAAFD) in 1985, the Communnity 
Emergenccy Response Team (CERTT) Program edducates indivviduals about disaster prepparedness andd 
trains themm in basic dissaster responnse skills, suchh as fire safetty, light searcch and rescuee, team 
organizatiion and disasster medical ooperations. CEERT memberss give critical support to firrst responderss, 
provide immmediate asssistance to affected individuuals and orgaanize volunteeers at a disasster site. CERRT 
members can also helpp with non-emmergency projjects that impprove the safeety of their commmunity. 
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